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BOARDS for ALL COMPUTERS, or COMPLETE TURNKEY

SYSTEMS using Our Real Time
Software and G5 OS

Computer System
INTERFACE your Computer
to the Real World with

GIMIX Relay
Driver Boards.

CONTROL 31
Separate A.C. Circuits

(20 amps max. each)
for UNDER $28 PER CIRCUIT

Connects to any Com-

Includes: Relay Driver Board, Bracket, Transformer, and =

31 GE RR-8 Relays. Assembled and Tested with Documenta- puter through a 20 ma.

tion and Software Driver Routines. $8480°5 current loop (up to 4 Boards 128
Relays per port.) Reports the on/off

T $4.4.886 status of each relay on demand.

INTERFACE the Real World to your Computer with GIMIX 16K Static RAM Boards

OPTO-BOARDS and REMOTE KEYPAD SYSTEMS: for the SS-50 Bus
MORE FEATURES:
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DRIVER BOARD or STEREQO . As ab
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From what was intended to be an elaborate garage door
opening device, a Chicago resident has ended up with a
house that can be run almost entirely by computers from
anywhere in the world.

This surprising combination of the garage door opener, a
computer and a telephone paging system came about in part
through the work of employees, of Gimix, Inc., a company
that specializes in manufacturing telephone devices and
microprocessing equipment that is based on the Motorola
6800 and the SS-50 bus. The product is called the ““house
control system.”

The house control system is actually the commercial adap-
tation of a computerized control system that has been con-
trolling several Chicago area homes for several years.

Architect Stanley Tigerman was selected to design the
house, which was to be ‘‘different.”” Just how different was a
source of concern for the owner’s wife. He wanted a futuristic
MACHINE IN THE GARDEN.

She was more interested in a “‘white brick country villa,”
and was less than enthralled with the glass and stainless steel
. cladding that was proposed.

Eventually, though, everybody agreed to the duller pewter-
like finish of aluminum in place of stainless steel. The glass
and aluminum structure nestled beneath the snow covered
trees at the end of a long curved drlveway is truly impressive.
The only regret of the owners is ‘that perhaps less glass and
slightly lower ceilings might have been better.

The house sits atop a 1.5 acre cliff overlooking Lake
Michigan. The floor plan derives its unusual configuration
from the decision to have rooms overlooking the lake, and
the desire to provide space and privacy for each of the five
family members. There are several unique features, such as
the two walkways that run the full length of the house along
the windows on the east and west walls. This eliminates the
necessny for other house members to inferrupt guests while

‘passing through.” The house also has a radiant-heated in-
door pool and an observatory where the owner can enjoy
one of his many hobbies — star gazing.

The owner, who prefers anonymity, took a much larger in-
terest in the piannlng and construction aspects than normally

occurs. In fact, he acted as the general contractor for the
prefab custom house and included extra features such as in-

stalling guidance cables in the floor for a computerized serv-
ing cart. Much to my disappointment, and also to several re-
cent visitors from Japan, the cart has not yet been assembled.

The house was built using techniques very similar to those
used in constructing a warehouse. The roof is supported en-
firely by joists that are themselves supported by columns built
into the outside walls. To use the more technically correct ar-
chitectural terms, the house is described as *‘. . .being de-
signed using a structural mullion system of lally columns on
5 foot centers, which carry 35 foot long open web steel
joists. The interior space is a structurally uninterrupted space
approximately 35 feet wide and 100 feet long. . .”.

This, for ‘“‘non-architects,” simply means that none of the
interior walls hold up the roof, and the 35 by -100 foot in-
terior space .can be redesigned without tearing down the
outer walls or the roof.

One of the many features. of the house is its four-car
garage with separate roll-up garage doors. And for a house
overlooking Lake Michigan, that can be handy in mid-Janu-
ary. Apparently, the owner seems to like warmth, so he tried
to order a radio controlled garage door opener.

No problem, as long as you don’t want a radio controlled
garage door opener that will control each door separately and
independently from the others.

One suggestion was to use four separate systems. The
“engineer’”’ who suggested this overlooked the problem of
having the correct transmitter in the right car. When asked
how to solve this problem, the “‘instant’’ solution was to buy
a separate fransmitter for each car.

But with four cars and four different systems. . .that makes -
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